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illustrated. 1892 Excerpt: . . . does not give us a true index of the mass of conjecture which was taking shape in
his mind, but it shows us that he felt sure enough of the truth of his belief to allow a stronger tinge of evolution
to appear in the second edition. Qle has mentioned in the Autobiography. . 40), that it was not untit he read
Malthus that he got a clear view of the potency of natural selection. This was in 1838--a year after he finished
the first edition (it was not published until 1839), and seven years before the second edition was issued (1845).
Thus the turning-point in the formation of his theory took place between the writing of the two editions. Yet the
difference between the two editions is not very marked; it is another proof of the authors caution and self-
restraint in the treatment of his ideas. After reading the second edition of the Voyage we remember with a
strong feeling of surprise how far advanced were his views when he wrote itj These views are given in the
manuscript volume of 1844, mentioned in the Autobiography. | give from my fathers Pocket-book the entries
referring to the preliminary sketch of this historic essay. 1842, May 18, --Went to Maer. June 15--to Shrewsbury,
and 18th to Capel Curig. During my stay at Maer and Shrewsbury. . . . wrote pencil sketch of species theory. |
have discussed in the Life and Letters the statement often made...
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