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indexed. Not illustrated. 1880 Excerpt: . English boroughs represented by a Member in the House with a
population of less than 10,000 each, and the entire population of these boroughs was less than that of the
county of Cork, which was represented in the House by two Members only. They could not look at this question
in the light of the isolated instances which had been quoted by the hon. Member for Londonderry; but they must
look at it as a whole. They had the great fact that while in England and Scotland 14 per cent of the urban popu
lation had the franchise, in Ireland the proportion was only 6 per cent. The grievance in the case of Ireland was
all the stronger because only 37 out of the 103 Irish Members were returned by the boroughs, the others being
elected on the high franchise of the counties. When the Irish people asked them to remedy this state of things
they did not ask for any sweeping change; it was, in fact, a very much less sweeping measure than that which
was introduced by the Reform Bill of 1867. That measure had increased the number of borough electors in
England from 500,000 to 1,600,000. The present proposal would only increase the urban electors of Ireland from
50,000 to 100,000. The principle of the franchise was not to give it to a house, but to a man; and there was
nothing intelligible in fixing the limit at a 2, 3, or...
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