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indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 Excerpt: .entitled, An Act to amend an act entitled, an act to aid in the construction
of a railroad and telegraph line from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government
the use of the same for postal, military, and other purposes, approved July 1st, eighteen hundred and sixty-two,
the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to pay over in money to the Pacific Railroad Companies
mentioned in said Act, and performing services for the United States, one half of the compensation, at the rate
provided by law for such services heretofore or hereafter to be rendered; provided, that this section shall not be
construed to affect the legal rights of the Government, or the obligations of the Companies, except as herein
specially provided. ) The construction of the road was commenced in December, 1863; but no considerable
amount of graduation was done till the commencement of 1865. In that year over 100 miles were graded and
bridged, and rails laid upon 40 miles. In 1866, 265 miles of road were completed; in 1867, 245 miles; in 1868, 350
miles. The road was completed to a junction with the Central Pacific of California, on the 10th May, 1869, when
a continuous line across the Continent was formed. The route for the eastern portion of the line is up the Valley
of the Platte, which has a course nearly due east from the base of the mountains. Till these are reached, this...
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