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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1912 Excerpt: .a man cultivates to save moisture the more rapidly he depletes his soil,
providing he does not take proper precautions in keeping it fertile. Thorough cultivation is essential to the
highest corn yields on any soil, rich or poor, but where a man will fall-plow deep or disc land so as to make it
most absorptive and retentive of moisture before plowing he can to a certain extent avoid excessive cultivation.
It is only through a combination of all the factors tending to increase the yield of corn, however, that a man will
secure the highest net profits. Thus far our farmers have depended too much upon their skill as cultivators.
They have depended almost entirely upon the native fertility of the soil. The farmer who is to make the most
money as a corn grower during the next quarter century will be the man who understands how to keep up a
soil s fertility while he is trying to secure a large corn crop. He will also be the man who will combine those
methods of rational soil culture, both in soil preparation and in soil cultivation, with a system which will
maintain absolutely the amount of organic matter in the soil, as well as the mineral elements which go to make
up the corn plant. Of course, there are men on bottom lands and on lands that are still practically virgin to
whom this statement will not apply, but it will surely apply to...
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