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Secondary Schools: Thirteenth Annual Meeting, Chicago, March 27 and 28, 1908 The greatly mixed conditions of
our American system of education, if we can speak of such a thing as system in this connection, makes it
perhaps desirable to attempt some such classification. It certainly makes it difficult. The fact that it is difficult,
however, is evidently not deterring various people and various agencies from attempting such a classification,
and in fact the necessity of such a classification for certain purposes is becoming every day more marked. State
boards of health, for example, are in an ever larger number of states receiving authority to determine the
conditions upon which a license to practice medicine shall be granted. One of the common conditions is that
the candidate shall have graduated from a reputable medical school. As soon as such a public regulation is
adopted it becomes necessary to determine what a reputable medical school is. Hence arise not merely the
questions as to the length of course, quality of instruction, character of equipment, etc., but also as to the
requisites for admission to said medical school. More and more of our boards of health are requiring that the
candidates for admission to the medical school shall have completed the curriculum of a standardized public
high school. Hence arises the question immediately, what is a standardized public high school? And the medical
boards in the northern states are more commonly requiring graduation from the high school with a four-year
curriculum, following the ordinary eight grades of the elementary school. It will thus be seen that in this process
of determining...
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