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Messer, S. T. D., LL. D The Commencement of Brown University in 1866 was marked by a public service of very
uncommon interest to the alumni, and of no little interest to all scholars and educators. It had been selected as
a fitting time for the assembled friends of the university to review with public honors the life and character of its
late president, Francis Wayland, who within the year had passed from among us, and taken his place in the
ranks of the illustrious dead. The time and place had been happily chosen. All the clustering associations of the
day and the scene conspired to bring the late president to our thoughts. We were on the grounds where he had
done his work and achieved his victories. Since his retirement from the presidency, we had been accustomed
still to meet him at these annual gatherings. Now we missed his familiar presence. The feeling awakened by his
absence was not unlike that which we have experienced when returning to the home of our youth for the first
time after the death of an honored father. Our minds were in that mood of saddened thought just fitted to
listen to a recital of his history, and to retrace and fill up for ourselves the outlines of such a moral and
intellectual picture of our departed literary chief as we might be satisfied henceforth to cherish in our memory,
and to carry with us as an incentive to honorable efforts and noble deeds. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
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