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she dare to look upon that, to her, peace-dwelling room, as her home. It was merely a breathing place, a
present rest. She was like a weary-winged sea-bird, who after battling with the wind and waves had found a
moment s footing on the point of a rock which a transient lull in the stormy sea had discovered, but which
would in another minute be again lost and hidden beneath washing waves. Phillis knew she could not remain
long with Mrs Marshal, for she was a poor woman, and even in giving Phillis shelter for the time, she was doing
more than she could really afford, and then, once more cast adrift, where was she to go? or what was she to
do? Live alone and die alone? Heavy-faced thoughts these, and threatening, but Phillis could see nothing
brighter. She could discover no rift in the dark shadow which hung over her, reaching even to her future. You
don t know how odd it feels to have nobody belonging to you--nobody to care if you re cold and hungry--
nobody to kiss you, as your mother kisses you before you go to sleep, or before you die, said Phillis, as she sat
by the side of Tissie one evening, silently watching for the stars to peep...
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